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Figure 1: TNE Models
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Program

Twinning Program

Distance Delivery

Definition*

U.S. institution establishes a satellite
campus that is geographically apart
and independent of the main campus
of the U.S. institution.

U.S. institution authorizes partner
institution to offer, either as a whole or
in part, the approved study program

U.S. institution partners with an
existing local institution to provide one
collaborative program with periods of
study at each location. One degree is
awarded bearing often two or more
institutions’ name, seal, & signature.

U.S. institution partners with an
existing local institution to provide one
collaborative program with periods of
study at each location. Each institution
awards separate program completion
credentials bearing only its name, seal,
& signature.

U.S. institution collaborates with an
existing local institution to develop an
articulation system that allows
students to take course credits at a
local institution and/or home
institution. This allows the students to
transfer credits for advanced standing.

Delivery of courses through
independent learning materials or via
distance technology (online) directly
with the student or through partnering
with a local institution.

Who awards
the degree?

Branch campus

U.S. institution

U.S. and partner
institutions award
one degree

U.S. and partner
institutions award
two separate
degrees

U.S. institutions

U.S. institutions

Where does
the teaching
take place?

Branch campus

Partner institution

Partner institution,
then the home
institution

Partner institution,
then the home
institution

Partner institution,
then the home
institution

Partner institution
or worldwide

Who teaches?

Branch campus faculty

Partner institution’s faculty, who are
usually subject to joint approval by
both institutions. Sometimes U.S.
faculty flies out to the partner
institution to teach courses. U.S.
institution is responsible for
monitoring.

Partner and U.S. institutions’ faculty

Partner and U.S. institutions’ faculty

Partner and U.S. institutions’ faculty

U.S. institution’s faculty

Note: The categories of TNE models are based on common U.S. practices. Variations, including hybrids, within each type of TNE model exist, and not all partnerships cleanly fall

under on category.

*Sources: WENR. (Aug. 2012). Understanding Transnational Education, Its Growth and Implications. http.//buff.ly/1gyF91S; Knight, J. (2007). Cross-Border Higher Education:
Issues and Implications for Quality Assurance and Accreditation. http://buff.ly/1kgBzeq
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