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Abstract
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-0l Rising Enroliment Rates

é% Globalization of Higher Education

o

Government Initiatives and Policies

n{jc_::} Technological Advancements

Education System

Grading Scale

Scale U.S. Equivalent
Doctorado
4.0-5.0 A (Doctorate)
3.5-3.9 B a
3.0-3.49 C
Especialista Magister
0.0-2.9 F (Specialist)

Titulo Profesional/Licentiado
Técnico Profesiqnal Tecnologo (Professional Title/Bachelor)
(Vocational Technician) (Technologist)
3
? Technical and Technological Institutions

Bachiller/Bachillerato (Secondary School Graduation Certificate)

Upper Secondary Education

Secondary Education

Grade 5 Primary School Certificate

Elementary Education

Pre-school Education

Note: not all awards or study patterns are included

Source: World Education Services,
https://wenr.wes.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/wenr-0620-colombia-cp-1.png
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Quick Facts

,Q\gQ\ Population:
49,336,454 (2023 est.)

Higher Education Enrollment:
2,432,833 (2022)

ng] Language of Instruction:
Spanish (indigenous and other languages
in some regions)

ol Academic Year:
February to December/September to June

Colombia: Higher Education (2022)

‘ Associate degree (post-
secondary)

@ Bachelor’s degree

. Graduate certificate level

Graduate degree (master’s,
doctoral, other)

Source: Ministry of Education of Colombia,
https://hecaa.mineducacion.gov.co/consultaspublicas/tableros/

Enrollments by Area of Study (2022)

. Business Administration and
Law

@ [ngineering and Construction

Social Sciences and
Journalism

‘ Education
‘ Health Sciences
Information & Communication

Technology
‘ Art and Humanities

Agriculture and Veterinary
Sciences

Natural Sciences and
Mathematics

Source: Ministry of Education of Colombia,
https://hecaa.mineducacion.gov.co/consultaspublicas/tableros/

Colombia: Higher Education
Enrollment
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Source: Ministry of Education of Colombia
https://hecaa.mineducacion.gov.co/consultaspublicas/tableros/

Destination of Colombian
Students (2023

@ Argentina
@ United States

@ cChile
(¢ Colombia
@ 5spain
‘ Panama
@ Brazil

@ Ecuador
Dominican Republic
@ Germany

‘ France

Rest of the World

Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics
https://uis.unesco.org/en/uis-student-flow

International Students in the U.S.
(selected Latin American countries)

Colombia: Graduates per Year
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Source: Ministry of Education of Colombia
https://hecaa.mineducacion.gov.co/consultaspublicas/tableros/

International Students
in Colombia 2023

‘ Venezuela
@ Ecuador

@ Argentina
@ France
‘ Brazil

Spain
‘ United States

@ Brazil @ Mexico @ Colombia @ Venezuela ¢ Peru
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Source: Institute of International Education, Open Doors
https://www.iie.org/Research-and-Insights/Open-Doors

@ Germany
Rest of the World
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics
https://uis.unesco.org/en/uis-student-flow
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World
Education
Services

Colombian Students in the U.S. (2022-2023)

35% 42%0 7% 16%

Undergraduate GCraduate

3,175 3,844 757 1,420

Source: Institute of International Education, Open Doors,
https://www.iie.org/Research-and-Insights/Open-Doors

M()Ilthly WES Applications (Selected LATAM countries)
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‘ Brazil ‘ Colombia ‘ Mexico ‘ Argentina . Venezuela

Conclusions

A Increased Student Enrollment:
oll [l Economic growth, government initiatives, expanded online education, and growing awareness of the benefits of
higher education.

Increased and Diverse Fields of Study: Including emerging disciplines related to information technology and
health environmental studies alongside traditional fields such as engineering and business administration.

Increased International Mobility: A growing number of Colombian students are seeking educational
opportunities abroad, driven by a desire for cultural exposure, access to quality education, and language
acquisition. Popular destinations include the United States, Spain, and the United Kingdom.

B

Government Support for Internationalization: The Colombian government remains committed to promoting
internationalization in higher education through policies and funding aiming to enhance global competitiveness,
foster academic collaboration, and facilitate student exchange programs.

Y

Challenges in Access and Equity: Despite progress, challenges persist in ensuring equitable access to higher
education, especially in rural areas and marginalized communities. Socioeconomic disparities, limited
infrastructure, and insufficient resources hinder access and equity to higher education in Colombia.
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