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Quick Facts

Population: 
49,336,454 (2023 est.) 

Higher Education Enrollment:
2,432,833 (2022)

Language of Instruction:
Spanish (indigenous and other languages 
in some regions) 

Academic Year: 
February to December/September to June

Colombia: Higher Education ((22002222))

Enrollments by Area of Study ((22002222))
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Conclusions

Monthly WES Applications (Selected LATAM countries)

Increased Student Enrollment: 
Economic growth, government initiatives, expanded online education, and growing awareness of the benefits of 
higher education.

Increased and Diverse Fields of Study: Including emerging disciplines related to information technology and 
health environmental studies alongside traditional fields such as engineering and business administration.

Increased International Mobility: A growing number of Colombian students are seeking educational 
opportunities abroad, driven by a desire for cultural exposure, access to quality education, and language 
acquisition. Popular destinations include the United States, Spain, and the United Kingdom.

Government Support for Internationalization: The Colombian government remains committed to promoting 
internationalization in higher education through policies and funding aiming to enhance global competitiveness, 
foster academic collaboration, and facilitate student exchange programs.

Challenges in Access and Equity: Despite progress, challenges persist in ensuring equitable access to higher 
education, especially in rural areas and marginalized communities. Socioeconomic disparities, limited 
infrastructure, and insufficient resources hinder access and equity to higher education in Colombia. 

Source: Institute of International Education, Open Doors,
https://www.iie.org/Research-and-Insights/Open-Doors
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Economic growth, government initiatives, expanded online education, and growing awareness of the benefits of 
higher education.

Increased and Diverse Fields of Study: Including emerging disciplines related to information technology and 
health environmental studies alongside traditional fields such as engineering and business administration.

Increased International Mobility: A growing number of Colombian students are seeking educational 
opportunities abroad, driven by a desire for cultural exposure, access to quality education, and language 
acquisition. Popular destinations include the United States, Spain, and the United Kingdom.

Government Support for Internationalization: The Colombian government remains committed to promoting 
internationalization in higher education through policies and funding aiming to enhance global competitiveness, 
foster academic collaboration, and facilitate student exchange programs.

Challenges in Access and Equity: Despite progress, challenges persist in ensuring equitable access to higher 
education, especially in rural areas and marginalized communities. Socioeconomic disparities, limited 
infrastructure, and insufficient resources hinder access and equity to higher education in Colombia. 
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