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NEP 2020 Reforms: National Impact and Global 
Takeaways 

 

NEP 2020 Reform Area Impact on India’s 
Education System 

What Global Educators 
Can Expect 

Flexible & Multidisciplinary 
Undergraduate Degrees 
(Four-Year Undergraduate 
Programme – FYUP) 

Expands student choice, 
enables broad learning, and 
reduces rigid academic tracks. 

A large-scale example of 
modular, flexible degree 
structures. 

Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) Allows credit storage, 
accumulation, transfer, and 
pause-and-resume learning 
across institutions. 

A national digital model for 
credit portability and lifelong 
learning. 

Multiple Entry/Exit Framework 
(ME/ME) 

Students can earn certificates, 
diplomas, or degrees without 
losing progress. 

A re-entry and 
completion-focused design for 
mass higher education systems. 

Vocational Integration Across 
Higher Education 

Improves employability, 
industry alignment, and 
practical skill development. 

Demonstrates how to embed 

vocational pathways within 

traditional degrees 

Digital & Technology-Enabled 
Learning  

(Study Webs of Active Learning 
for Young Aspiring Minds 
(SWAYAM), Digital 
Infrastructure for Knowledge 
Sharing (DISHA), Virtual Labs) 

Expands access to high-quality 
digital content and 
teacher/learner upskilling. 

Scalable digital ecosystems for 
diverse and resource-variable 
populations. 

Teacher Professional Standards 
(National Professional 
Standards for Teachers – NPST) 

Establishes national teacher 
competencies, expectations, 
and growth pathways. 

 

A reference model for unified 
national teacher quality 
frameworks. 

 

Integrated 4-Year B.Ed. 
(Bachelor of Education) 

Produces better-prepared 
teachers with subject depth 
and modern pedagogy. 

Evidence supporting integrated 
teacher education pathways. 

Classroom Pedagogy 
Transformation 

Improves foundational 
learning, inclusion, and 
classroom engagement. 

Practical insights for 
multilingual and competency-
based pedagogy. 
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(competency-based, 
experiential, multilingual) 

Teacher Education Institution 
Reform (TEI Quality Overhaul) 
 

Strengthens teacher education 
by integrating TEIs into 
universities and enforcing 
accreditation. 

A roadmap for improving TEI 
quality through consolidation 
and oversight. 

International Universities 
Allowed to Establish Campuses 
in India 

Strengthens teacher education 
by integrating TEIs into 
universities and enforcing 
accreditation. 

A model for carefully regulated 
entry of foreign universities into 
domestic markets. 

Indian Universities Encouraged 
to Open Campuses Abroad 

Expands India’s global 
academic footprint and 
recognition of Indian 
qualifications. 

A case study in outward 
academic mobility and 
cross-border higher education 
partnerships. 

Higher Education Regulation 
Overhaul (VBSA Bill 
2025/UGC-level Reforms) 

Simplifies and modernizes 
higher education governance, 
improves quality assurance and 
autonomy. 

Demonstrates how nations can 

streamline fragmented 

regulatory bodies for efficiency 

and quality. 

 

Additional NEP 2020 Reforms for Further Reading  
1. Institutional Restructuring - Multidisciplinary Universities 

What it is: Consolidation of standalone institutions into multidisciplinary universities and “HEI Clusters” 
to improve quality and scale. 

Where to read: NEP 2020 PDF (pp. 34–40) 

Link: https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf 

2. Adult Education & Lifelong Learning 

What it is: Expanding adult education through community centers, digital platforms, and literacy 
outreach programs 

Where to read: NEP 2020 PDF (pp. 38–40) 

Link: https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf 

3. Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) 

What it is: A new apex body to fund, mentor, and seed research across universities, especially outside 
elite institutions. 

Where to read: NEP 2020 PDF (pp. 45–46) 

Link: https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf 

https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf
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4. Higher Education Regulation Overhaul  

What it is: Proposal to restructure the higher education regulatory system into four verticals under one 
umbrella (NHERC, NAC, HEGC, GEC). 

Where to read: NEP 2020 PDF (pp. 47–51) 

Link: https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf 

5. National Educational Technology Forum (NETF) 

What it is: A national platform to support digital learning, ed tech innovation, and capacity building for 
teachers and institutions. 

Where to read: NEP 2020 PDF (pp. 60–61) 

Link: https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf 
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