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Alternative Pathways in Global Education:                     
Insights from Hong Kong 

Additional Information Handout 

Explanation of Line Graphs 

Graph 1: Chinese student in Hong Kong is 
increasing from 2019 to 2025. 

 
1. Hong Kong as an Emerging Alternative. This 
regional education hub within Asia combines 
global academic standards with geographic 
proximity to mainland China. 
2. Bilingual Academic Environment. Offers 
mainly English medium instruction, but maintains 
Chinese language and cultural familiarity, 
reducing language barriers while preserving 
global competitiveness. 
3. Regional Career Access for Employment. Both 
Hong Kong and mainland China labor markets are 
accessible to graduates, giving them a dual 
market employment advantage.  
4. Global University Rankings. Multiple Hong 
Kong institutions rank among the world’s top 
universities, strengthening the country’s 
international credibility and recruitment appeal. 

Graph 2: Chinese student enrollment in the 
U.S. is decreasing from 2019 to 2025. 

 
1. Increasing Geopolitical Tensions. Political 
tensions between the U.S. and China have 
increased uncertainty in U.S.-Chinese academic 
exchange and research collaboration.  
2. Rising Concerns About Visa Policies. Strict visa 
reviews and longer processing times have made 
obtaining U.S. student visas more difficult and 
unpredictable for Chinese applicants. 
3. Rising Education Costs. High tuition fees, living 
expenses, and limited financial aid for 
international students have made studying in the 
U.S less attractive. 
4. Safety Concerns. Reports of discrimination, 
social tensions, and public safety issues have 
increased parental and student doubts about 
studying in the U.S. 

 

Tuition and Living Costs Comparison between Hong Kong and U.S. 

Categories of Living Expenses 
(per year) 

Hong Kong (US$) U.S. (US$) 

Tuition $14,300 $35,000 – $70,000 

Professional Fields Ranking 
QS Global Ranking 2025 

HKUST 
Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology  

HKU 
University of 
Hong Kong  

CUHK 
Chinese University of 
Hong Kong  

Data Science and AI #17 #18 #19 

Civil & Structural Engineering #19 #13 -- 

Dentistry -- #2 -- 
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Accommodations $8,000 $10,000 

Groceries $4,000 $5,000 

Transportation $800 $1,000 

Utilities & Internet $800 $2,000 

Total $27,900 $53,000 – $88,000 

 
Visa Comparison after Graduation in Hong Kong and U.S. 
 

Hong Kong: IANG Visa - Immigration 
Arrangement for Non-local Graduates  

U.S.: OPT - Optional Practical Training  

No job offers required Must be employed 

24 months stay after graduation 12-months work after graduation (24 months for 
STEM majors) 

Renewable Employers must sponsor H-1B for long-term stay 

No quota H-1B is a lottery system 
Pathway to permanent residency is clear  Limited quota 

 
Takeaways Discussion Prompts 

Hong Kong as a Strategic Case Study 

Hong Kong demonstrates how regional hubs 
can compete globally. It blends international 
quality with geographic and cultural 
proximity. 

Implications for Recruitment Strategy 

Global institutions must adapt to a more 
regionalized mobility landscape. Risk 
management, flexibility, and employability 
now shape student decisions. 

Final Insight 

The future of global education may not be 
centered on a single dominant destination. 
Instead, diversified regional hubs like Hong 
Kong are reshaping international mobility 
patterns. 

Future Mobility Trends 

How might geopolitical shifts and post-
pandemic regional preferences continue to 
shape Chinese students’ choices between 
Hong Kong, the U.S., and other study 
destinations? 

Institutional Strategies 

What lessons can U.S. and other global 
universities learn from Hong Kong’s 
scholarship, visa, and career support models 
to attract more international students? 

Regional Career Integration 

How can universities better integrate 
internships, public sector partnerships, and 
employment pathways to increase 
international student satisfaction and long-
term retention? 
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