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Degree = Diploma = 
Studies

Community College = 2-year college = 
Junior college

College = 4-year college = 
Senior collegeAssociate Degree - is an academic program taken at 

the undergraduate level (the first stage after secondary school). It aims 
to give students the basic technical and academic knowledge and 
transferable skills they need to go on to employment or further study in 
their chosen field.

Bachelor’s Degree - a degree that is 
given to a student by a college or university usually after 
four years of study.











Graduate School
Financing your 
degree

Tanzilya Oren

Education Advisor

RIF Asylum Support

tanzilya@rifnyc.org



Graduate School
Private and Public Universities. Financing

• 12.5 percent of adult Americans have graduate degrees (Master’s and 
PhDs). 33 percent have Bachelor’s degree.

• Graduate school is an expensive investment. 

• There are not many grants or financial aid for graduate education. 
• Master’s degrees are the most expensive. 
• Ph.D. is often funded by advisors’ research money.

(check: ***.studentaid.gov and ***********.hesc.ny.gov/)

• Grants are given either by federal or local governments (e.g. Pell 
grant, FSEOG, TEACH, TAP), or by universities themselves

• Scholarships, 
• “Work-Study”, a Federal program for students
• Student Loans



Examples of private scholarships and fellowships:



Information

• Graduate school information: ***********.idealist.org/grad-schools

• Scholarships and fellowships for immigrants regardless of immigrant status: 
********immigrantsrising.org/resources/

• Graduate school admission prep: ***********.profellow.com/

 

Tanzilya Oren: tanzilya@rifnyc.org  


