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#UntappedTalent: Inclusive Economies for All

The IMPRINT Coalition’s #UntappedTalent campaign advances policies that are inclusive of all
workers and that open pathways so that everyone has a fair chance of reaching their
educational and career goals.

The Challenge

A strong economy is an inclusive economy in which all workers can thrive. Yet, according to the
Migration Policy Institute (MPI), more than two million immigrants and refugees with college
degrees are underemployed or unemployed in the U.S. Sixty percent hold international
credentials.

2 million+

immigrants and refugees with a college degree
are currently unemployed or underemployed

Underemployment among college-educated
immigrants and refugees results in approximately

$39.4 billion $10.2 billion

in forgone earnings in unrealized
taxes annually

Systemic barriers to economic mobility, including limited recognition of international credentials,
impede individuals from rejoining their professions, deny communities critical social, cultural,
and linguistic competence, and keep millions of dollars out of the U.S. economy each year.

The Solution

Together, we can open pathways to success for all. We must:

Invest in accessible workforce development training and English language
learning.

Support state and local efforts to advance the economic inclusion of
immigrants and refugees.

Ensure that occupational licensing laws recognize international
credentials.
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Find out more about our campaign: bit.ly/untappedtalent-stories

wes.org/imprint


https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-brain-waste-analysis-june2021-final.pdf
https://bit.ly/untappedtalent-stories

