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WES Resources

As part of our mission as a non-profit, we provide valuable
resources to the higher education community.

Our Research and Training includes:

= World Education News & Reviews (WENR)
wenr.wes.orqg/

= Research Reports
wes.org/partners/research/

= Grade Conversion Guides
applications.wes.org/country-resources/

= Webinars and Workshops
wes.org/partners/events

WES also offers customized research and training.
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http://wenr.wes.org/
https://www.wes.org/partners/research/
https://applications.wes.org/country-resources/
https://www.wes.org/partners/events
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Resources for Students and Skilled
Immigrants
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WES Global Talent Bridge

ESL Tool Kit, Pathways to Success Seminars
globaltalentbridge.org/

WES Adyvisor
wes.org/advisor-blog/

Free Degree Equivalency Tool
applications.wes.org/degree-equivalency-tool/

iGPA Calculator
applications.wes.org/igpa-calculator/

-
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Presenter

Aditi Kadakia

Associate Director of Knowledge Analysis

Aditi came to WES in 2011 after serving as an education Peace Corps
volunteer in Mozambique for 2 years. She specializes in the analysis and
evaluation of credentials from the Indian subcontinent, Caribbean and
African commonwealth countries, Australia and New Zealand.
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Part |:

Introduction to West African
Examinations Council (WAEC)




West African Examinations
Council Countries

West African Examinations u o~ g g:;z:a
Council (WA = C) r#/ © Liberia

f © Nigeria

» The Gambia IR A i e
= Ghana o o b W
= Nigeria

= Sijierra Leone
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POLL

Which country(ies) were independent
countries in the year when WAEC was
established in 19527

Ghana
Nigeria
The Gambia
Liberia
Sierra Leone

All of the above
None of the above
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West African Examinations Council (WAEC)

Background

Established in 1952

Examination Board that conducts secondary level
external examinations in Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone, Liberia, and the Gambia

Conducts examinations for the West African
Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE),
General Certificate of Education O’ Levels, and
General Certificate of Education A’ Levels

Each country has its own national offices with
additional zonal offices

Source: WAEC
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West African Examination Council Exams

Jr. I
National : Secondary I | General/
Primar EEEIE School 1| WASSCE/ | yAdvanced
Country Y Education i I :
School Certificate Certificate/ | SSCE Business
Certificate Jr. School I Certificate
Certificate I
Gambia * *
!
Ghana * * *x 1 %
Liberia Y ) ¢
Nigeria ) ¢ ) ¢ |
ST % - -
Leone
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Part |l:

Senior Secondary Education Cycle




Secondary Education System

Primary
Education

(6 years)

Junior
Secondary
Education

(3 years)

Senior
Secondary
Education

(3 years)
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Secondary Education
Admission Requirements and Leaving Certificates

Junior Secondary W Senior Secondary
(completion of 9 B (completion of 12
years) years)

Entrance
Requirement: Basic
Education Certificate
(BEC), Junior School
Certificate (JSC), etc

Entrance
Requirement:
Primary School

Leaving Certificate

Leaving Certificate: Leaving Certificate:
Basic Education West African Senior
Certificate School Certificate of
(BEC), Junior School Examination
Certificate (JSC), etc (WASSCE)

@ © World Education Services. All rights reserved.
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Senior Secondary Education:
WASSCE implementation

(elers®» The Gambia

Nigeria

Sierra Leone

Ghana

Liberia
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Senior Secondary Education:
External Examinations - General

= Who is eligible to sit for WASSCE?

- School candidates: must be enrolled in SSC Class 3 (3"
year of their senior secondary education)

* Private candidates: those who have taken WASSCE or
GCE in previous years; typically not currently enrolled in a
secondary school; may have other foreign qualifications

= What are the components of WASSCE?

« Two components - continuous assessment from school
(30%) and external examinations (70%)

« Secondary schools submit school assessment forms to
WAEC

@ © World Education Services. All rights reserved.
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Senior Secondary Education:
External Examinations - General

Examinations are multiple times a year
v « January/February

« May/June

« August/September

Exact dates are announced by the secondary schools
weeks before

This year (2018) the May/June exams are held
between April 3rd to May 15th

In the past - it was only held twice a year (once for
school candidates and once for private candidates)

@ © World Education Services. All rights reserved. 16



Senior Secondary Education:
External Examinations - General

Minimum of seven and a maximum of nine
subjects, and must include:

2 compulsory core subjects: English language,
mathematics

2-3 core subjects: such as one science subject,
one social science/literature subject, and an
agricultural science or vocational subject

3-4 elective subjects: subjects listed on the
WAEC websites and are also provided by the
schools.

Source: WAEC



Senior Secondary Education: .]
External Examinations - Nigeria

Minimum of eight and a maximum of nine
subjects, and must include:

4 compulsory core subjects: English language,
mathematics, civic education, and one
trade/entrepreneurship course

4-5 elective subjects: subjects listed on the
WAEC websites and are also provided by the
schools. Choose from 4 specializations — Science
and Mathematics; Technology; Humanities;
Business Studies

Source: WAEC, WENR
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Senior Secondary Education: =
External Examinations - Ghana

Minimum of seven and a maximum of nine
subjects, and must include:

4 compulsory core subjects: English language,
mathematics, science, and social studies

3-4 elective subjects: subjects listed on the
WAEC websites and are also provided by the
schools. Choose from 6 specializations -
Agriculture, Business, Technical, Vocational,
General, and Science

Source: WAEC, WENR

@ © World Education Services. All rights reserved.
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Secondary Education
Grading Scale (WAEC)

Al

B2

B3

C4-C6

D7-ES8

FO

Excellent

Very Good

Good

Credit

Pass

Fail

A

A
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Nigeria: Admission to Higher
Education

= Organized by the Joint Admissions and
Matriculation Board (JAMB)

« Senior Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE)

- Credit passes in at least 5 subjects
(including mathematics and English Language)

- United Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME)

- Choice of six institutions - 2 universities, 2 polytechnics,
2 colleges of education. Exams in English, and 3 subjects related
to their proposed major. Need a minimum score out of 400 for
university admission. Exact cut-off mark is decided each year

= Direct entry is available for those with other

qualifications. e.g. National Diploma, Higher National
Diploma

Note: Individual institutions may have additional testing or other requirements for
specific programs
Source: WAEC, WENR

@ © World Education Services. All rights reserved.
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Nigerian Students Studying Abroad:
Top 5 Destination Countries

ivaetsisy United Kingdom

Malaysia
Ghana

9,786 United States

7,809 Benin

Source: UNESCO UIS
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Part Ill:

Required Documents and Verification




Secondary Education
WES Document Requirements

For Completed Study:

Final Examination Results West African Examinations

(West African Senior School Council to send document
Certificate) directly to WES

For Incomplete/In-progress Study:

Official Secondary school Institution attended to send

Transcript document directly to WES

@ © World Education Services. All rights reserved.
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Verification — Scratch Cards

= A scratch card is a plastic card that has a
hidden pin number. This number can be used
to access the students WAEC results directly
online

= Website for Nigeria — www.waecdirect.org

= I[nput examination number, year, card serial
number, and pin code

= One scratch card can be used up to 5 times.
After the 5t time, the card becomes invalid

WED)


http://www.waecdirect.org/

WAEC Scratch Cards
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i waccdirect

g . SAccess Card
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i Expiry Date: 00/00/000

serial Number 123456789012 | Scratch
IR T LI

Sources: tradestable.com.ng, easy24.com.ng, waechnigeria.org
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Part |V:

Sample Documents




Sample Document: Nigeria

THE WEST AFRICAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL

21, HUSSEY STREET,
PRIVATE MAIL BAG 1022,
YABA, LAGOS, NIGERIA.
TEL: 01-8851016

March 14,2018

DA T T

WORLD EDUCATION SERVICES,

CONFIRMATION OF RESULT
NAME OF EXAM: SCHOOL CANDIDATES 2017 W.AS.S.CE.
NAME OF SCHOOL: NHGERIAN NAVY SECONDARY SCHOOL, NAVY TOW
CANDIDATE'S NUMBER:
CANDIDATE'S NAME:
ADDRESS:
SEX:i

DATE OF BIRTH:

Please find forwarded 10 you the confirmed result of the above named candidate.
The details of his performance ai the exantination are & follows,:

SUBJECT GRADE

GEDGRAPHY Al EXCELLENT
CIVIC EDUCATION B2 VERY GOOD
ENGLISH LANG C4 CREDIT
MATHEMATICS B GOOD
BIOLOCY B3 GOOD
CUEMISTRY B GOOD
PHYSICS B3 ©OOD
TECHNLICAL DRG c4 CREMT
ELECT INS&MWRKS [ CREMIT

NO OF SUBJECTS LISTED: NINE (3)

You will have to satisfy yourself th oF our records are one and the

same person.

5
Centified by: ’

VR ERE L ATION SEEYIERE

oo W

foz02 Ul
samAqpensdn

—og  #uv
$10702 Wil
g2 Aqpausdp

Weribed
ADEKUNLE R.0. (MRS} s
RESULTS OFFICER
W8 ERVEATION IEMACTE
. | eseived Bractly from invitetion |

DAMOLA T.A, (MRS

: HEAD OF NATIONAL (4

TIO|

MR. ADENIPEKLN Emad hnowseciagos@yahoo co Uk, hnoflwarcngena ong
Head of National Office Webales www wils i oo, wew wisecding 2 g, www, wasconling org ng
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Sample Document: Ghana

THE WEST AFRICAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL OBW/(:

EXAMINATION LOGR,-RIDGE
£0. BOX 917, Azers, Ghana.
TEL: +233302685901-4
TELEFAX: 4233302223002
Email: info@waecgh.org

TEOE VLRI

T

'_ CONFIDENTIAL

. DATE

. tenom V4 ]

':' CERTIFIED STATEMENT QF RESULTS
. WEST AFRI!CAN SENIOR SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

'S ) JUN_EZQ’I. 1065

b
wiex nuvesr [N | WORLE EDUCATION SKRVICES
oateoremry NN Received Directly From Institution

M zbove-named parson. whose photogeaph is embossed on this document, and was a candidata in the
examingtion imﬂdlm:l. hag asked ug to eonfirm his fhar nsulu o you. are;

i _SuBJECT | GRaDE INTERPRETATION
B SOCIKLSTUD!ES i 5 “B2.! - VERYGOOD
. ENGLISH ume rm/\ * ' VERY'GOOD’ = =
& cone_}“ Z; | VERVGOOD oy F
. INTEGR TEDA_G{._&G_‘ /VERYGoba‘ - T o=
o | MATHEMATICSIELE 82, VERYGooD ¢ g
:; i EJO"LOGY 1T ;a i CHE GDQB M N . g
3| CHEMISTRY 77 1A EXCELLENT o3
|oeeies T kB seen Ter
- o TN sl = =]
: \ e e -.id., e 1 .:‘..' - o ; é.
T R a <8
4 el (A% " f =
THIS DOCUMENT Is MFII:IENTIM AND MUST mT HI\I:ER &N‘I’ CIHCUMSTANGE, BE PASSED g
ON TO THE CANDID a
Hu.iﬁmm!hulﬂucmd[ﬂhnmﬂaﬁmhlhmuminmpec(nfnlumﬂak abeme 't . R
J~  THE DIRECT ol S g
" WORLD EDUCATION SEIWICE 3
| for HEAD JF NATIONAL OFFICE :i"
3
) :L WORLD ERUCATION ‘SEIN
g Varifind
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Sample Document: Liberia

THE WEST AFRICAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL
Libena National Qiifice
PO, Box 2843
Tubman Boulevard, Congo Town
Moirovia, Libeni:.
Fernnil: mln@iberin:

Websile: wwaw Iiwruuwc anp

et

Warld Education Services

March 1, 2018

Dear SirfMuadam:

o S ™

We have been asked b_ furnish you with the details of [l performance a the
May 2T WAEC Examination (Liberla Senior High School Certificate Examination),

In view of the abowe, we are pleased to confinm that . 1 of the Christ
The King Catholic High School sat the May 2017 Liberia Senior High School Certiffcate
Examination administered by the West African Examinations Councii (WAEC) and made a pass.

The details of his performance are as follows:

SUBJECT
English
Econemics
Geography
. History
Literature

£

Mathematics
Bielegy
Chemlstry
Fhysics

S

00 00w 3 o 08 0e De

WAL EOLTATICN S VI

a__
g
‘%
&
I
i
3

Aggregate
Divisimn

w

GRADE INTERPRETATION
Yery Goad  Goed Credit Fas
[ 3 ke T8

=
=
1"|l|

Kind regands.

liaac ETM

ACTING HEAD
TEST ADMINISTRATION DIVISION
FOR: THE HEAD OF NATIONAL OFFICE

E
g
g

;
g
:
g
g
g

woo coyRAERLSGIBEM IEWT

o
o
g
]
g
&

c
s
g
g
g
"

%_
s
@
2
g
3
A
2
g
&

u
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Sample Document: The Gambia

The West African Examinations Council

P.MLB. 158, BANJUL, THE GAMBIA
TEL: (+220) 4225340, 4228814, 4223848
FAX: (+220) 4229238

i Email: infoi@waecgambis.org @
waechanjul@gamnet.gm ]

CONFIDENTIAL
World Education Services

wrickl £ DOCAT Ion sEYIEE
Receioed Direcily From | nacietien

Dear SicMadam,

STATEMENT OF E.
CANDIDATE'S NAME:
This &5 to vartkfy Bal according o records in this om.ce_lm:ls The Wesi Adrican Senbor School Cenificate
Examination in May/June 2017 at ST, PETER'S TECHNICAL SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL as candidite
mammiEr _

Opened by WES
bbp L3 TS
ARE 22

Diotails offJJf performance ate given below:

SUBJECT GRADE RESULT

GEQGRAPRY Al EXCELLENT
ENGLISH LANGUAGE B3 GO

FURTHER MATHEMATICS Al EXCELLENT

MATHEMATICS Al EXCELLENT
AGRICLILTURAL SCTENCE B3 400D
BIOLOGY B GDOD

CHEMISTRY Al ENCELLENT

PHVSICS B2 YERY QOO0

TECHNICAL DRAWING B VERY GOOD

Yours farthfuily,

:

MU‘([«:\ E_C\uu.a fon  Sern

THE WEST AFRICAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL
11 Marina Parade, P M B 158, Banpd, The Gambia, ¥iest Africa
Ted; (220) 422834004Z2E6 144 2236845 Website: wew waecgambiz.ong

Emal; infa@waecgambia.org [ waschanpd@ gamted gm

, #
Besenty Gomes
FOR: HEAD OF NATIONAL OFFICE

@

MOTE:  This ssetement s confidential and MUST NOT be hasded over to the candidate concemed.”

@ © World Education Services. All rights reserved.



Sample Document: Sierra Leone

LA A 0 o A A A T LA LT L A A PR R TR L L S
. WAECDIRECT ONLINE INFORMATION SERVICE - RESULTS Titp i w, waeesiemra-leone. angresults aspxTexamtype=0 | &ndex...
THE WEST AFRICAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL R K
THEWEST AFRICAN

f;- EXAMIATIONS COUNER

o I Sierraleone ;e e

CONFIDENTIAL -

o

Result Checking

Disclaimer: The resuls givers below are correct a1 fhe Bme of reiease of the resuls. The Councll
- , and iks Boents accept no responsdility Sereafter for errors or amissions caused 8s & result of

Dedr SirMadam H Hheir transmission via fe Inviemet or their downloading o printing by the user.

Statement of Result

West hfrican Senior School Certificate Examinat The West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE)

T

rodie Candidate's Details
Identification Numbar )
School/Cantre: Birch ria. econdary School, Makeni

g above-named person who was a candidate for the examination helgjp ~ NoVember/Decerber 2013
has asked us to forward hisfhar result to you.

of the result are given bl
Ggé?gm INTERZRELTY . Candidate Number
B3 (Three) Candidate Name
- F3(Nine}
_ ER(Eight) Date of Birth
: F9(Nine) School  Birch Memorial Secondary School, Makeni
©; FO(Rine)
C6{5ix) 3
© F3{Nine) : Date of Exam NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2013
. F9 (Hine) -
s“'-b..?,“t’j I'."“" T EEET AR EERRATERAANS Result
Subject Grade Interpratation
Economics CB{Six} Credit
Geography B3{Three) Good
: English Language Fo{Nine) Fall
! Mathematics E8(Eight) Pass
i Agricultural Sclance F8{Nine) Fail
Biology Fo(Nine) Fall
Chemistry CB(Six) Credit
Science F3{Nine) Fall
Physies FO{Nine) Fail
|
! Subjects Listed ... 9
|
) Card Use Details
l Carduse 10f 3

@ © World Education Services. All rights reserved. 32



Sources — WAEC Websites

West African Examinations Council — Nigeria
http://www.waecnhigeria.org/

West African Examinations Council — Ghana
https://www.waecgh.org/

West African Examinations Council — Sierra Leone
https://www.waecsierra-leone.org

West African Examinations Council — The Gambia
http://www.waecgambia.org/

West African Examinations Council — Liberia
http://www.liberiawaec.org/
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http://www.waecnigeria.org/
https://www.waecgh.org/
https://www.waecsierra-leone.org/
http://www.waecgambia.org/
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Sources and Resources

=  West African Examinations Council (WAEC): http://www.waecnigeria.org/

= National Examinations Council (NECO):
http://www.mynecoexams.com/ourexaminations.html

= University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE):
http://www.cie.org.uk/

= World Education News & Reviews (WENR) article: “Education in Nigeria”:
http://wenr.wes.org/2017/03/education-in-nigeria

= World Education News & Reviews (WENR) article: A Common Anglophone
Curriculum under the West African Examination Council:
http://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/common-anglophone-curriculum-west-
african-examinations-council

= World Education News & Reviews (WENR) article: School Examinations and
Curricula in Anglophone West Africa: Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria,
Sierra Leone http://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/school-examinations-curricula=
anglophone-west-africa-gambia-ghana-liberia-nigeria-sierra-leone

= UNESCO Education System Profile:
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/sites/default/files/Nigeria.pdf
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http://www.waecnigeria.org/
http://www.mynecoexams.com/ourexaminations.html
http://www.cie.org.uk/
http://wenr.wes.org/2017/03/education-in-nigeria
http://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/common-anglophone-curriculum-west-african-examinations-council
http://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/school-examinations-curricula-anglophone-west-africa-gambia-ghana-liberia-nigeria-sierra-leone
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/sites/default/files/Nigeria.pdf

Connect with our Thought Leaders

Conferences
NAFSA | GMAC | NASDTEC

Free WES Webinars - Spring 2018:

The Indian Education System and Student Mobility
Trends

The Kenyan Education System and Student Mobility
Trends

The Turkish Education System and Student Mobility
Trends

wes.org/partners/events/

9
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Next Steps

- - B,
Upcoming workshops:
e 2018 International Credential Evaluation Lab
- New York, NY: June 14-15, 2018
« San Francisco, CA: July 19-20, 2018
6

« Toronto, Canada: October 24 - 26, 2018
« 2018 WES-CIHE Summer Institute
* Boston, MA: June 20-22, 2018

Read this next:
« African Student Mobility: Regional Trends and Recommendations for U.S. HEIs

e School Examinations and Curricula in Anglophone West Africa: Gambia, Ghana,
Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone

Listen to this next:
« The Nigerian Education System and Student Mobility Trends
« Understanding African Student Mobility Trends for Student Recruitment

B
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https://www.wes.org/partners/events/?s=&partners_types=358?utm_campaign=wes-training&utm_source=MBA_Programs&utm_medium=PPT
https://knowledge.wes.org/2018-WES-CIHE-Summer-Institute.htmlutm_campaign=wes-training&utm_source=MBA_Programs&utm_medium=PPT
https://wenr.wes.org/2017/03/african-student-mobility-insights-and-recommendation-for-u-s-heis
https://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/school-examinations-curricula-anglophone-west-africa-gambia-ghana-liberia-nigeria-sierra-leone
https://knowledge.wes.org/On-Demand-Education-in-Nigeria.html
https://knowledge.wes.org/On-Demand-African-Mobility-Trends.html

WES Facts

g eI T T h N

Did you know?

= Over 10,000 participants attend WES webinars and training ‘
yearly.

= WES delivers credential evaluation reports to more than 2,500
academic institutions worldwide.

= More than 1.5 million credential evaluation reports have been
provided to international students and skilled immigrants.

= OQur database contains more than 40 years of WES research
including data on more than 200 countries and jurisdictions,
40,000 educational institutions, 20,000 credentials and
equivalencies, and 1,600 grading scales.

vV /A
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For support or more information,
please contact your WES Regional Director

Lorinda Grogg Michael Hearne Indira Marte
Director of Institutional Regional Director | U.S. Regional Director | US.
Relations

®
Kevin Kamal
Associate Director, Institutional, and Client Relations

Desiree Ansari Pietra Andrade Karolin Givergis Ruth Demeke
Academic U.S. Institutional Institutions and CIC/IRCC, Immigration
Services Relations Licensing Boards Lawyers and Consultants
U.S. Canada

support@wes.org
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supportca@wes.org



@ TRAINING

THANK YOU FOR
ATTENDING OUR SESSION

Our Expertise. Your Success.

Need more information?
Visit: wes.org/partners

_——



