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As part of our mission as a non-profit, we provide valuable 
resources to the higher education community.

Our Research and Training includes:

 World Education News & Reviews (WENR)
wenr.wes.org/

 Research Reports
wes.org/partners/research/

 Grade Conversion Guides
applications.wes.org/country-resources/

 Webinars and Workshops
wes.org/partners/events

WES also offers customized research and training.

WES Resources

http://wenr.wes.org/
https://www.wes.org/partners/research/
https://applications.wes.org/country-resources/
https://www.wes.org/partners/events
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Resources for Students and Skilled 

Immigrants

WES Global Talent Bridge

ESL Tool Kit, Pathways to Success Seminars 
globaltalentbridge.org/

WES Advisor 

wes.org/advisor-blog/

Free Degree Equivalency Tool

applications.wes.org/degree-equivalency-tool/

iGPA Calculator

applications.wes.org/igpa-calculator/

http://www.globaltalentbridge.org/
https://www.wes.org/advisor-blog/
https://applications.wes.org/degree-equivalency-tool/
https://applications.wes.org/igpa-calculator/
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Presenter 

Aditi Kadakia
Associate Director of Knowledge Analysis

Aditi came to WES in 2011 after serving as an education Peace Corps 
volunteer in Mozambique for 2 years. She specializes in the analysis and 
evaluation of credentials from the Indian subcontinent, Caribbean and 
African commonwealth countries, Australia and New Zealand.
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Part I:

Introduction to West African 

Examinations Council (WAEC)
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West African Examinations 

Council Countries

West African Examinations 
Council (WAEC)

 The Gambia
 Ghana
 Liberia
 Nigeria
 Sierra Leone
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POLL

© World Education Services. All rights reserved.

A. Ghana

B. Nigeria

C. The Gambia

D. Liberia

E. Sierra Leone

F. All of the above

G. None of the above

Which country(ies) were independent 
countries in the year when WAEC was 
established in 1952? 
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West African Examinations Council (WAEC) 
Background 

 Established in 1952

 Examination Board that conducts secondary level 
external examinations in Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, and the Gambia

 Conducts examinations for the West African 
Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE), 
General Certificate of Education O’ Levels, and 
General Certificate of Education A’ Levels

 Each country has its own national offices with 
additional zonal offices

Source: WAEC
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West African Examination Council Exams

Country

National 
Primary 
School 

Certificate

Basic 
Education 
Certificate

Jr. 
Secondary 

School 
Certificate/ 
Jr. School 
Certificate

WASSCE/
SSCE

General/
Advanced 
Business 

Certificate

Gambia

Ghana

Liberia

Nigeria

Sierra 
Leone
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Part II:

Senior Secondary Education Cycle 
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Secondary Education System

Primary 
Education 

(6 years)

Junior 
Secondary 
Education 

(3 years)

Senior 
Secondary 
Education 

(3 years)
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Secondary Education 
Admission Requirements and Leaving Certificates

Junior Secondary 
(completion of 9 

years) 

Entrance 
Requirement: 
Primary School 

Leaving Certificate

Leaving Certificate: 
Basic Education 

Certificate 
(BEC), Junior School 
Certificate (JSC), etc

Senior Secondary 
(completion of 12 

years)

Entrance 
Requirement: Basic 
Education Certificate 
(BEC), Junior School 
Certificate (JSC), etc

Leaving Certificate: 
West African Senior 
School Certificate of 

Examination 
(WASSCE)
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Senior Secondary Education: 

WASSCE implementation

1998 The Gambia

1999 Nigeria

2000 Sierra Leone

2006 Ghana

2011 Liberia
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Senior Secondary Education: 
External Examinations - General

 Who is eligible to sit for WASSCE? 

• School candidates: must be enrolled in SSC Class 3 (3rd

year of their senior secondary education)

• Private candidates: those who have taken WASSCE or 
GCE in previous years; typically not currently enrolled in a 
secondary school; may have other foreign qualifications

 What are the components of WASSCE?

• Two components - continuous assessment from school 
(30%) and external examinations (70%)

• Secondary schools submit school assessment forms to 
WAEC
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Senior Secondary Education: 
External Examinations - General

Examinations are multiple times a year
• January/February
• May/June
• August/September

Exact dates are announced by the secondary schools 
weeks before

This year (2018) the May/June exams are held 
between April 3rd to May 15th 

In the past – it was only held twice a year (once for 
school candidates and once for private candidates)
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Senior Secondary Education: 
External Examinations - General

Minimum of seven and a maximum of nine 
subjects, and must include: 

 2 compulsory core subjects: English language, 
mathematics

 2-3 core subjects: such as one science subject, 
one social science/literature subject, and an 
agricultural science or vocational subject

 3-4 elective subjects: subjects listed on the 
WAEC websites and are also provided by the 
schools. 

Source: WAEC
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Senior Secondary Education: 
External Examinations - Nigeria

Minimum of eight and a maximum of nine 
subjects, and must include: 

 4 compulsory core subjects: English language, 
mathematics, civic education, and one 
trade/entrepreneurship course

 4-5 elective subjects: subjects listed on the 
WAEC websites and are also provided by the 
schools. Choose from 4 specializations – Science 
and Mathematics; Technology; Humanities; 
Business Studies 

Source: WAEC, WENR
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Senior Secondary Education: 
External Examinations - Ghana

Minimum of seven and a maximum of nine 
subjects, and must include: 

 4 compulsory core subjects: English language, 
mathematics, science, and social studies 

 3-4 elective subjects: subjects listed on the 
WAEC websites and are also provided by the 
schools. Choose from 6 specializations –
Agriculture, Business, Technical, Vocational, 
General, and Science 

Source: WAEC, WENR
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Secondary Education 
Grading Scale (WAEC) 

Grade Description WES Equivalent

A1 Excellent A

B2 Very Good A

B3 Good B

C4-C6 Credit B

D7-E8 Pass C

F9 Fail F
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Nigeria: Admission to Higher 

Education

 Organized by the Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board (JAMB)

• Senior Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE)

- Credit passes in at least 5 subjects 
(including mathematics and English Language)

• United Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME)

- Choice of six institutions – 2 universities, 2 polytechnics, 
2 colleges of education. Exams in English, and 3 subjects related 
to their proposed major. Need a minimum score out of 400 for 
university admission. Exact cut-off mark is decided each year 

 Direct entry is available for those with other 
qualifications. e.g. National Diploma, Higher National 
Diploma

Note: Individual institutions may have additional testing or other requirements for 
specific programs

Source: WAEC, WENR
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Nigerian Students Studying Abroad:

Top 5 Destination Countries

17,881 United Kingdom

14,705 Malaysia

11,945 Ghana

9,786 United States

7,809 Benin

Source: UNESCO UIS
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Part III:

Required Documents and Verification
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Secondary Education 
WES Document Requirements

West African Examinations 
Council to send document 

directly to WES

Final Examination Results
(West African Senior School 

Certificate)

Institution attended to send 
document directly to WES

Official Secondary school 
Transcript

For Completed Study:

For Incomplete/In-progress Study:
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Verification – Scratch Cards 

 A scratch card is a plastic card that has a 
hidden pin number. This number can be used 
to access the students WAEC results directly 
online

 Website for Nigeria – www.waecdirect.org

 Input examination number, year, card serial 
number, and pin code

 One scratch card can be used up to 5 times. 
After the 5th time, the card becomes invalid

http://www.waecdirect.org/
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WAEC Scratch Cards

Sources: tradestable.com.ng, easy24.com.ng, waecnigeria.org
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Part IV:

Sample Documents
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Sample Document: Nigeria
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Sample Document: Ghana
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Sample Document: Liberia
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Sample Document: The Gambia
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Sample Document: Sierra Leone



33© World Education Services. All rights reserved.

Sources – WAEC Websites 

 West African Examinations Council – Nigeria 
http://www.waecnigeria.org/

 West African Examinations Council – Ghana 
https://www.waecgh.org/

 West African Examinations Council – Sierra Leone 
https://www.waecsierra-leone.org

 West African Examinations Council – The Gambia 
http://www.waecgambia.org/

 West African Examinations Council – Liberia 
http://www.liberiawaec.org/

http://www.waecnigeria.org/
https://www.waecgh.org/
https://www.waecsierra-leone.org/
http://www.waecgambia.org/
http://www.liberiawaec.org/
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Sources and Resources

 West African Examinations Council (WAEC): http://www.waecnigeria.org/

 National Examinations Council (NECO): 
http://www.mynecoexams.com/ourexaminations.html

 University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE): 
http://www.cie.org.uk/

 World Education News & Reviews (WENR) article: “Education in Nigeria”: 
http://wenr.wes.org/2017/03/education-in-nigeria

 World Education News & Reviews (WENR) article: A Common Anglophone 
Curriculum under the West African Examination Council: 
http://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/common-anglophone-curriculum-west-
african-examinations-council

 World Education News & Reviews (WENR) article: School Examinations and 
Curricula in Anglophone West Africa: Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, 
Sierra Leone http://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/school-examinations-curricula-
anglophone-west-africa-gambia-ghana-liberia-nigeria-sierra-leone

 UNESCO Education System Profile: 
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/sites/default/files/Nigeria.pdf

http://www.waecnigeria.org/
http://www.mynecoexams.com/ourexaminations.html
http://www.cie.org.uk/
http://wenr.wes.org/2017/03/education-in-nigeria
http://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/common-anglophone-curriculum-west-african-examinations-council
http://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/school-examinations-curricula-anglophone-west-africa-gambia-ghana-liberia-nigeria-sierra-leone
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/sites/default/files/Nigeria.pdf
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Connect with our Thought Leaders

Conferences

NAFSA | GMAC | NASDTEC

Free WES Webinars – Spring 2018: 

• The Indian Education System and Student Mobility 
Trends

• The Kenyan Education System and Student Mobility 
Trends

• The Turkish Education System and Student Mobility 
Trends

wes.org/partners/events/
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Next Steps

Upcoming workshops:

• 2018 International Credential Evaluation Lab

• New York, NY: June 14–15, 2018

• San Francisco, CA: July 19–20, 2018

• Toronto, Canada: October 24 – 26, 2018

• 2018 WES-CIHE Summer Institute

• Boston, MA: June 20–22, 2018

Read this next:
• African Student Mobility: Regional Trends and Recommendations for U.S. HEIs

• School Examinations and Curricula in Anglophone West Africa: Gambia, Ghana, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone

Listen to this next:
• The Nigerian Education System and Student Mobility Trends

• Understanding African Student Mobility Trends for Student Recruitment

https://www.wes.org/partners/events/?s=&partners_types=358?utm_campaign=wes-training&utm_source=MBA_Programs&utm_medium=PPT
https://knowledge.wes.org/2018-WES-CIHE-Summer-Institute.htmlutm_campaign=wes-training&utm_source=MBA_Programs&utm_medium=PPT
https://wenr.wes.org/2017/03/african-student-mobility-insights-and-recommendation-for-u-s-heis
https://wenr.wes.org/2015/03/school-examinations-curricula-anglophone-west-africa-gambia-ghana-liberia-nigeria-sierra-leone
https://knowledge.wes.org/On-Demand-Education-in-Nigeria.html
https://knowledge.wes.org/On-Demand-African-Mobility-Trends.html
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WES Facts

Did you know?

 Over 10,000 participants attend WES webinars and training 
yearly.

 WES delivers credential evaluation reports to more than 2,500 
academic institutions worldwide.

 More than 1.5 million credential evaluation reports have been 
provided to international students and skilled immigrants. 

 Our database contains more than 40 years of WES research 
including data on more than 200 countries and jurisdictions, 
40,000 educational institutions, 20,000 credentials and 
equivalencies, and 1,600 grading scales. 
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For support or more information, 

please contact your WES Regional Director



THANK YOU FOR 

ATTENDING OUR SESSION

Need more information? 

Visit: wes.org/partners


